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The Carvers Creek State Park Master Plan is a long-term approach to natural 
resource protection, development of recreational opportunities, and park fa-
cilities. The plan is based on a thorough study of existing natural, cultural and 
historic resources, a recreational needs assessment, actual site conditions 
and development constraints. Input and guidance from the public and the 
N.C. Division of Parks and Recreation was incorporated into the Master Plan 
in order to identify the appropriate facilities for the park. This long term mas-
ter plan will continue to evolve over time, as new land is acquired and more 
information is collected about the available natural and man made resources 
in the study area.

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC led a team of consultants to 
prepare the master plan for Carvers Creek State Park. Ellen Cassilly Architect, 
Inc. provided architectural services, and Corley Redfoot Zack, Inc. provided 
engineering services for the project. The team performed an extensive site 
investigation and inventory to determine opportunities and constraints for 
park development. The team also gathered information about existing plan-
ning and recreation efforts already in place locally and regionally to deter-
mine the potential for improved connectivity. An architectural assessment of 
historic buildings located on Long Valley Farm was performed to determine 
the feasibility of building preservation and reuse for historical interpretation 
and park buildings. The team then worked with the N.C. Division of Parks and 
Recreation staff to develop a program. 

A public input meeting was held in August 2010 to present the project back-
ground and three park Master Plan concepts. The concepts represented po-
tential intensity levels of park development, from low intensity to high inten-
sity. Meeting attendees and members of the public were invited to respond 
to a online survey that helped the consultants and N.C. Division of Parks and 
Recreation staff to create the Draft Park Master Plan. 

The Carvers Creek Master Plan is based on an extensive review of available 
information and field work to determine the appropriate level of park devel-
opment and natural resource protection. Detailed geotechnical, topographic, 
soil, architectural, ecological and hydrologic studies will be needed as park 
development progresses in order to ensure accurate and feasible park con-
struction. Cost estimates and phasing opportunities for park development 
will also evolve over time based on economic conditions, available funds, and 
economy of scale. Due to these factors, the actual park facility priorities may 
change over time to reflect on-site limitations and cost constraints.

Cypress Gums in the millpond


